
Audio Script

Interviewer (Int): Welcome to our weekly programme Discovering Civilisations. Today our focus will be on American Indians. Our guest, Professor William Jenkins will tell us more about these people. 

Prof. Jenkins (Prof J): Welcome, listeners. It is true that American Indians have fascinated and inspired Europeans for generations and even centuries. Who hasn’t read books or at least seen films about the brave Apaches, Sioux or Iriquois? Who hasn’t been fascinated by the rich and intriguing culture of the Mayas, Incas and Aztecs? 

(Int): Exactly, but where did they come from and why are they called Indians? 

(Prof J): Well, when Columbus set out on his search for India, he accidentally landed in America. However, he was convinced he had reached the western shores of India and therefore, referred to the natives as Indians. 

(Int): The ancestors of the Indians originally came from Asia, didn’t they? 

(Prof J): Yes, this was probably fifteen to twenty thousand years ago. At this point in time, the Bering Straits were frozen over, enabling animals and people to get from Siberia to Alaska on foot. The people, who were nomadic hunters, while tracking the animals, unknowingly entered the new continent. 

(Int): What happened next? 

(Prof J): In the centuries that followed, they spread across both North and South America. As generations passed, these people started developing their own distinct culture. The native Americans discovered many new plants, such as beans, squash and maize. The natives had to adapt to different environments, from hot jungles of South America to the cold tundra of northern Canada. 

(Int): Erm, this must have led to the development of various types of housing or food. 

(Prof J): Of course. Depending on the area in which they settled. 

(Int): So, what are the most interesting facts about the Indian civilisation? 

(Prof J): For example, the Indians of the Great Plains had an interesting approach to processing food. They used to first dry the slices of buffalo meat, then grate them into a powder. Meat prepared in this way didn’t spoil in the hot sun. The Incas, on the other hand, had granaries for storing food. 

(Int): How did the Indians look after their tribes in case of illness? 

(Prof J): Take the Aztecs. They had physicians and even surgeons, said to be as skilful as any in Europe. They had hospitals where doctors and nurses took care of the sick. 

(Int): Ok, and what about the arts? 

(Prof J): Indians had poetry and music. Their poetry was blank verse and it usually had religious meaning and their songs were sung in chorus by tribesmen but unlike the European tradition, they were not sung in harmony. 

(Int): Did the Indians have any influence on the shape of America today? 

(Prof J): One thing that is beyond doubt is that they had a hand in creating one of America’s principle holidays, Thanksgiving Day, celebrated in November. 

(Int): That’s right. One final question, Professor Jenkins. Many people believe that bows and arrows were really invented by Indians … 

(Prof J): That’s not the case. Bows and arrows always associated with the Indians were not known to them for a long time. They were brought by some of the latest Asians to enter the American continent about ten thousand years ago. 

(Int): Thank, you very much. 

(Prof J): Thank you. 

(adapted from The World of English)
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